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France-Japanese Days on Combinatorics and Optimization is an annual work- 
shop started in 1988. The original idea of holding this workshop was formulated by 
Michel Deza (Paris) and Komei Fukuda (Tokyo), who had been meeting frequently in 
both Japan and France in preceding years and shared views on how few chances there 
are for Japanese and French researchers to communicate. Naturally, the primal 
objective for the meeting was to set up an opportunity for researchers from each 
country to present and exchange interesting ideas openly and informally. In order to 
realize this objective, the ideal size of the meeting was set at 50 to 60 participants. This 
consideration was also to help organizers to eliminate unnecessary formality and 
administration which often hinder the primal purpose of intellectual exchange at large 
international meetings. 
While the first and second meetings were held in Tokyo in 1988 and 1989, the 
subsequent two meetings were held in Paris and Grenoble in turn. These meetings 
were organized by local researchers, and the general atmosphere was kept informal 
and friendly. Despite the “discriminating” name of the workshop, the keyword 
“France-Japanese” has never played much importance except for the selection of 
conference sites, organizers and drinks at reception parties. 
This special issue is a collection of papers presented at the Fifth France-Japanese 
Days held in Kyoto on 28-30 October 1992. The organizing committee consisted of T. 
Ibaraki and H. Nagamochi of Kyoto University, M. Deza of CNRS (Ecole Normale 
Superieure), K. Fukuda of the University of Tsukuba, and M. Kojima and 0. 
Watanabe of the Tokyo Institute of Technology. Thanks to travel support from 
Minis&e des Affaires Etrangeres (France), a total of eight leading researchers from 
France could participate at this meeting. Also we were lucky to have financial support 
from two Japanese organizations: the International Communications Foundation 
and the Telecommunications Advancement Foundation. Without their support, the 
meeting would not have been so successful. 
At the time of writing, the seventh meeting is about to open at the University of 
Tokyo. After six years of holding the France-Japanese Days, we have observed some 
differences between the French and the Japanese. The French side stresses the 
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importance of history and tradition. On the contrary, the Japanese side likes to see 
something new and fresh. The goal of this joint project is now clear: find a tradition 
which refreshes itself. Perhaps it is time to think about it seriously! Any ideas are 
welcome. 
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